STAINLESS STEEL,

CAST IRON AND
WROUGHT IRON ARE THE
MEDIA OF THE MOMENT
IN HOME FURNISHINGS

BY DEBRA MCGAUGHEY

Admit it: When you consider the
fortunate task of acquiring new
furniture for your home, the idea
of sitting on cold, hard steel
doesn’t intuitively come to mind.
There is, after all, your burning
desire to create warmth and

comfort in your environment.

How can a twisted piece

of wrought iron ever hope

to accomplish this?

The Bongo High Dining Table and Bongo Bar Stools can turn a The Gulf Stream Collection by Richard Frinier for Century Furniture

nook into a trendy dining area or even a bar. Thick quarter-sawn stained uses precision-welded, marine-grade stainless steel to reflect the best of coastal living,

walnut veneer tops out the satin nickel-plated square tube iron base with indoors and out. The product line includes sectionals with corner units, lounge chairs,

neat parallel lines. Table, about $300; bar stools, about $140 each at CB2 ottoman and more. See Richard Frinier groupings at Ladco Washington Park Design Center.
m
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Add a punch of color — or two or three or four punches — with Knoll’s
stackable X3 chairs designed by Marco Maran. The flexible one-piece seating shell
sits on a chrome-plated steel base. Suggested retail price is about $380 each, with
bar-height stools also available. Sunset Settings is a Knoll dealer.

Pamper yourself with The Tiffany Collection by John Le Shane for
Johnston Casuals Furniture. The vanity, mirror and stool shown are in a Topaz
powdercoat with a Pink Chicago Leather seat. More details include a specially cut
and shaped 1/2-inch glass top with two round insets. Suggested retail price is about
$1,800. Visit www.johnstoncasuals.com for a dealer near you.

From CB2, the Baseline
Bed of industrial steel in a flat
charcoal powdercoat squares off
in an open platform design. Twin,
about $400; full, about $430; and
queen, $450

That is where many people make a most unfortunate mistake. The latest
productions in metal furniture suggest nothing of a cold, unforgiving form,
designed only for those who appreciate its hard lines or industrial rawness.
Today’s metal offerings are stylishly clean, delightfully retro and fused with
a cross-section of woods, fabrics, cushions and finishes that make them one
of the most sought-after furniture trends available on the planet.

CONSIDER THE CHAIR

“Metal is just another wonderful medium,” says Bill Peck, owner of Peck &
Company, a Montrose-area custom furniture design firm specializing in metal
fabrication. “You've been in a home that has too much of one thing, right?
Well, too much wood makes a home moody. A balance of materials is what's
really, really important. You can balance that moodiness out with a bit of
metal.”

One item to consider is a chair made of stainless steel. Now, before
thoughts of hospitals or warehouses come to your mind, carefully consider its
construction. It's made of woven stainless steel, formed to fit a person in a
relaxed fashion.

“It’'s so different, and it has such clean lines,” says Dale Johnson, co-owner
of Eclectic Home in the Heights, of a specific chair at his store. “This chair can
be used indoor or outdoors, but most of my customers have been using it
indoors. It's actually very comfortable.”

The $890 chair, which is made in Romania, has been offered at Johnson’s
store for about a year. He says the manufacturer is now making a love seat
in the same style, which also will be offered at Eclectic Home.

“People are buying one or two at a time and putting them in their living
rooms or family rooms,” Johnson says. “It’s definitely a contemporary piece.”

CUSTOM OPTIONS
For people who want custom-designed or custom-crafted metal furniture,
Peck & Company offers a wide variety of options. The business can make
or reproduce just about any metal object...and often does.

“Sometimes a client will see something in a design magazine that they like,
or they see something on their European trip, a particular light fixture, for
example. And we can make it,” Peck explains. “We're just a flexible E
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Comfortable seating indoors
or out, Brown Jordan’s Vu line comes
in gleaming stainless steel with a wide
assortment of fabric colors and textures
for seat cushions. Find Brown Jordan
products at Patio 1.

The Romania-made metal chair
from Eclectic Home features shiny sleek
lines and a soft woven curved seat. The
chair can be used indoors or outdoors.

company that can do traditional designs, which are popular in Houston, or items
that are modern with brushed nickel or brush stainless finishes.”

The company cuts no corners in its ability to create a unique piece of furniture.
Peck says the first step is to make a drawing of the furniture to scale (“so there are no
surprises”). The second step is blacksmithing, where the piece is actually built or
constructed.

Next, the item is sanded. The last steps involve preparing the piece for a
particular finish and then applying the finish, which can include leaving it in its
natural state or decorating it with paint or even gold leaf.

The firm also can add a bit of metal to an existing piece or create a strictly
decorative item to increase visual interest in a home.

“Maybe you need a metal leg for a vanity or a little console table in the entry
or a little bracket to hold a bookshelf,” says Peck. “We can do that, too.”

OUTDOOR BEAUTIES

Of course, outdoor use of metal furniture always is in fashion. Some of the most
classic, clean patio furniture available for homeowners can be found in collections
by Brown Jordan. While the vast majority of its furniture is made from aluminum,
two of its collections, Nxt and Vu, come in gleaming stainless steel with a wide
assortment of fabric colors and textures for seat cushions.

At Something Special Interiors, two white-painted, wrought-iron patio sets
continue to captivate fans of casual outdoor living. One set is square in shape and has
cup holders on each corner of its table. Another set is round. Both have coordinating
metal end tables.

“The good thing about metal is that it holds up, it's very durable and doesn’t
warp,” says Jane Ross, owner. “The decorative designs are very romantic. They bring
back the Victorian era-type feeling. And all you have to do to clean them is

hose them off.” E

WE ARE THE €X.
WHEN IT COMES
windowz

Shop at Home Service available. We’ll do the measuring and
installation—just call or visit online at windowmagiconline.com

Window 7 Day

Delivery on Most Blinds

adic 17743 Tomball Pkwy  281.955.5676
Blind & Drapery Since 1981 8910 Westheimer ¢ 713.781.9009

Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm, Saturday 10 am - 5 pm.
All major credit cards accepted.

- Bring Qut the Best in Your Cabinets!

" THE PULL-OUT SHELF COMPANY"

n All Dove Tail
Construction

B

n Great for
Pantries,
Cabinets or
Bathrooms

n Patented All
Steel Mounting
with 100 Ib.

| Capacity

| n Custom Build
to Fit Cabinets

n Center Post
Removal Service

FREE In Home
Estimates

Lifetime
Warranty

.
D.E. FLOORING

Floor to Ceiling Showroom

Tile, Grantie, Marble, Carpet,
Hardwood, Laminates, Vinyl, Sinks,
Faucets, Window Covers, Accessories

Largest Selection of Granite In the Southeast & Southwest
12002 S.W. Freeway « Stafford 281-277-1303
20530 Gulf Freeway « Webster 281-338-1245

www.de-flooring.com « design_elegance@usa.com i
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Master metal craftsman
Bill Peck, owner of Houston’s
Peck & Company, and one of
his custom creations

BAKER HOUSTON

1111 Uptown Park Blvd.
713.627.3235
www.kohlerinteriors.com/baker

From the new Baker
Studio lifestyle collection, the
Corfu Chaise combines cool
bronze steel with soft leather
for a sophisticated form. The CB2
suggested retail price is
$4,424. Visit Baker Houston
on Uptown Park Boulevard
for a look at Baker
furnishings.

C&D HARDWARE
314 E. 11th St., 713.861.3551
www.canddhardware.com

www.cb2.com

NNEHLYH ANOHLNY A9 OLOHd

CHAIRS & TABLES
4019 Richmond
713.960.9000

THE CRYSTAL PINEAPPLE
1644-A S. Mason

Katy

281.395.5545

ECLECTIC HOME

345 W. 19th St.
713.869.1414
www.eclectichome.ws

FRAZIER’S ORNAMENTAL

& ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE INC.
23200 Highway 6 @ 290

North of Hempstead

979.921.2906

JOHNSTON CASUALS FURNITURE
www.johnstoncasuals.com

LADCO WASHINGTON PARK
DESIGN CENTER

7900 Washington Ave.
713.868.2828

PATIO 1
713.974.6794
www.patiol.com

PATIO FURNITURE OUTLET
2324 FM 1960 West
281.880.6000

PECK & COMPANY
98 Dennis
713.526.2590

SOMETHING SPECIAL

12703-A Cutten Road South
832.249.8607
www.somethingspecialinteriors
.com

SUNSET SETTINGS

2610 Sunset Blvd.
713.522.7661
www.sunsetsettings.com

\Venice Holiday Gift Gallery

Specializing
e S in custom
outdoor
living spaces.
Call today
for a free
in-home
consultation.

1|512 W. Alabama 5t
oW net
alkenycom

« Ultrawood Decks
« Shade Arbors & Gazebos

713-697+3446 »« www.texasdecksetc.com

« Composite Lumber Decks
« Portable & In-Ground Spas
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summer "Candle Lite”.
It's perfect to put on
a table by the pool.

Some of the Fall
Mark Roberts
fairies are in!
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River Oaks Quality at
Nationa FlétlQeet P‘%ces Cabinets in Stock

Cabinet
Sales, Inc.

1200 National Street
Near Downtown

Se Habla Espafiol

M-F; 8:30-4:00
Sat.; 8:30-12:00

=

713-869-3457
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